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Prescribed  Standards  for  Sight  Saving  Classes 


Sec.  7761  of  the  General  Code  of  Ohio  reads  as  follows: 

"The  director  of  education  shall  prescribe  standard  requirements  for  day  schools  for  the  deaf,  blind 
and  crippled,  and  other  instruction  of  such  children  entitled  to  state  reimbursement,  which  require- 
ments shall  include  the  conditions  under  which  such  schools  are  conducted,  the  methods  of  instruction 
and  supervision,  the  qualifications  of  teachers  and  the  conditions  and  terms  under  which  they  are  em- 
ployed, the  special  equipment  and  agencies  for  instruction  provided,  and  the  condition  of  the  rooms 
and  buildings  in  which  the  schools  are  held." 

These  standard  requirements  are  not  intended  as  complete  statements  of  the  conditions  under  which 
a  board  of  education  should  conduct  such  classes,  but  are  more  properly  speaking,  minimum  require- 
ments with  which,  in  the  judgment  of  this  office,  any  board  of  education  should  comply  to  entitle  them 
to  state  recognition. 

School  districts  shall  comply  with  these  regulations  to  receive  the  state  subsidy  authorized  by  sec- 
tion 7757  of  the  General  Code  of  Ohio. 

I.    ELIGIBILITY  OF  PUPILS. 

a.  De£nition  of  Blindness. 
The  definition  of  blindness  under  this  law  reads  as  follows:    "Any  person  of  sound  mind,  who,  by 

reason  of  defective  *  *  *  vision  *  *  *  *  cannot  properly  be  educated  in  the  public  schools  as 
other  children,  shall  be  considered  *  *  *  "blind"  *  *  *  within  the  meaning  of  sections  7755 
and  7757  General  Code.  But  persons  with  *  *  *  partial  vision  may  also  be  instructed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  these  sections  and  of  standards  prescribed  under  section  7761." 

The  state  grant,  under  section  7757  General  Code,  will  not  be  allowed  for  any  pupil  until  the  state 
director  of  education  or  one  delegated  by  him  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  child  is  blind  under  the  terms 
of  the  law;  such  evidence  shall  be  submitted  upon  a  form  supplied  by  this  office. 

b.  Eye  conditions. 

Children  having  the  following  eye  conditions  after  proper  refraction  has  been  made  should  be  re- 
ferred to  sight  saving  classes. 

1.  Children  who  cannot  read  more  than  20/60  at  a  distance  and  who  cannot  read  2.00  at  20  c.  m. 

2.  Myopes  who  have  more  than  six  diopters  of  myopia. 

3.  Children  who  have  progressive  myopia. 

4.  Hyperopes  who  have  symptoms  of  asthenopia  and  who  have  more  than  five  diopters  of  hyperopia. 

5.  Children  who  have  astigmatism  of  more  than  3.5  diopters  and  whose  vision  cannot  be  brought 
up  to  more  than  20/60. 

6.  Children  with  maculae,  nebulea,  leucomae,  which  interfere  with  sight  and  lead  to  eye  strain. 

7.  Cases  of  keratitis.    In  the  interstitial  type,  if  the  vision  remains  low  after  the  eye  has  been  quiet 
for  three  months  or  in  persistent  recurring  conditions  while  under  treatment. 

8.  Children  having  congenital  cataracts,  or  secondary  cataracts  where  no  acute  condition  is  present, 
with  vision  20/60  or  less. 

9.  Children  having  congenital  malformation,  where  the  vision  is  20/60  or  less. 
10.  All  cases  having  a  chronic  disease  of  the  fundus,  where  the  vision  is  20/40  or  less. 

c.  Mentality. 

Children  shall  be  admitted  on  the  basis  of  a  mental  test  approved  by  the  state  department  of  edu- 
cation, 

d.  Co-Educational  Plan. 

Children  in  sight  saving  classes  are  to  do  all  the  oral  work  possible  in  the  grade  rooms  with  chil- 
dren of  normal  sight.  The  amount  of  work  to  be  done  by  such  pupils  in  the  regular  class  room  is  to  be 
decided  by  the  supervisor  after  consultation  with  the  sight  saving  class  teacher  and  oculist. 


II.    SIGHT  SAVING  CLASS  ROOM. 

a.  Room. 

Special  class  rooms  for  sight  saving  classes  shall  be  of  average  size  and  be  approved  by  a  represen- 
tative of  the  state  department  of  education. 

b.  Blackboard. 

An  adequate  amount  of  blackboard  space,  not  less  than  that  provided  in  a  regular  class  room,  must 
be  provided,  such  blackboards  to  be  of  slate  and  in  good  condition.  Blackboard  trays  should  be  placed 
about  twenty-six  inches  from  the  floor. 

c.  Decorations. 

Rooms  should  be  decorated  with  some  coating  producing  a  dull  finish.  The  color  should  be  a  neutral 
tint,  such  as  buff  or  French  gray  with  a  dull  white  or  cream  ceiling.  Walls  and  ceilings  must  be  kept  in 
good  condition  to  be  able  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  state  department  of  education. 

d.  Window  Space. 

In  class  rooms  for  partially  sighted  children,  window  sills  shall  not  be  more  than  forty  inches  from 
the  floor  and  the  window  glass  area  shall  equal  not  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  floor  space.  Unilateral 
lighting  with  the  light  at  the  left  of  the  pupil  is  preferable. 

e.  Orientation. 

The  most  desirable  direction  of  the  sources  of  light  are  in  order  of  preference — northeast,  north 
or  east,  north  and  east,  northwest,  north  and  west,  north.  A  south  exposure  should  be  avoided.  Walls 
containing  windows  shall  in  all  cases  be  adjacent. 

/.    Window  Shades. 

Two  window  shades  for  each  window  should  be  provided.  These  should  be  placed  in  the  middle 
so  that  shades  may  be  raised  and  lowered  from  the  middle.  Shades  should  be  of  a  neutral  colored 
material  which  is  sufficiently  translucent  to  transmit  a  considerable  percentage  of  light  while  at  the 
same  time  diffusing  it. 

g.  Surface  Finish. 

Walls,  wood  work,  desk  tops,  blackboard  and  all  paper  should  be  finished  with  a  dull  mat  surface 
to  prevent  glare. 

h.  Artificial  Light. 

Rooms  shall  be  equipped  with  scientifically  planned  electric  lighting  systems  for  use  on  cloudy  days. 
Before  installation  of  such  lighting  systems  the  supervisor  of  the  sight  saving  classes  should  be  con- 
sulted. 

III.  SIZE  OF  CLASSES. 

Under  no  condition  shall  one  teacher  be  assigned  more  than  sixteen  pupils.  In  case  there  are  four 
or  more  grades  enrolled  no  teacher  shall  be  assigned  more  than  twelve  pupils  without  the  consent  of 
the  supervisor.  In  no  school  district  having  more  than  one  sight  saving  class  shall  more  than  five  grades 
be  assigned  to  one  teacher. 

IV.  ADMINISTRATION. 

a.  Supervision. 

School  districts  establishing  sight  saving  classes  shall  employ  expert  supervision  under  conditions 
and  subject  to  reimbursement  on  approval  of  the  director  of  education. 

Section  7761  General  Code.  "The  director  of  education  shall  select  some  competent  person  or  per- 
sons to  inspect  all  classes  established  under  Section  7755  General  Code,  at  least  once  a  year,  and  to  re- 
port concerning  the  instruction  in  such  classes,  the  conditions  under  which  they  are  maintained  and  the 
conditions  under  which  such  persons  are  boarded    *    *  *." 

b.  Assignment  of  Teachers. 

Qualifications  of  teachers  of  sight  saving  classes  appointed  by  local  boards  of  education  and  the 
conditions  and  terms  under  which  they  are  employed  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  director  of  edu- 
cation. 

c.  Salaries  of  Teachers. 

Teachers  of  sight  saving  classes  shall  receive  an  annual  compensation  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
fifty  dollars  per  year  more  than  teachers  of  the  same  training  and  experience  teaching  in  the  same  school 
district. 


d.  Clerical  Service. 

Reimbursement  shall  be  made  for  such  clerical  service  as  is  necessary  in  the  office  o£  the  supervis- 
ors of  sight  saving  classes  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  state  director  of  special  classes. 

e.  New  Classes. 

No  new  rooms  for  sight  saving  classes  shall  be  opened  without  the  written  approval  of  the  direc- 
tor of  education,  if  such  classes  are  to  be  subsidized  by  the  state. 

V.    EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES. 

a.  Items  of  ten  dollars  or  more  for  major  equipment  and  supplies  shall  be  approved  by  the  state 
director  of  special  classes  before  purchase  is  made. 

b.  Capital  equipment  purchased  with  state  reimbursement  shall  be  held  as  the  property  of  the  state. 

c.  A  list  of  equipment  and  supplies  necessary  for  a  sight  saving  class  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  state  director  of  special  classes.  This  list  should  be  determined  by  the  supervisor  and  the  state 
director  of  special  classes. 

VI.    SPECIAL  APPLIANCES  AND  CURRENT  OPERATING  COST. 

Section  7757  General  Code.  *  *  *  "The  director  of  education  shall  be  the  final  authority  in  de- 
ciding all  questions  relative  to  what  constitutes  special  appliances  and  current  operating  cost  under  the 
terms  of  this  section."  For  the  guidance  of  boards  of  education  this  office  has  prepared  the  following 
definition  of  "Special  appliances"  and  of  "Current  Operating  Cost." 

1.    Special  Appliances. 
Typewriters. 
Clear  type  books. 

Educational  models  and  specimens. 
Charts. 
Special  maps. 
Special  globes. 

Desks  (when  a  design  not  in  common  use  in  the  city  public  school  system  is  purchased  for  such 
classes). 

Musical  instruments  (when  used  for  instrumental  musical  instruction). 

Special  electric  lighting  equipment  for  sight  saving  classes.  (The  cost  of  such  electric  lighting 
equipment  may  not  be  charged  against  such  a  department  when  such  expense  is  incurred  in 
the  fitting  up  of  a  room  to  take  the  place  of  another  room  in  the  school  system  already  fur- 
nished with  such  special  electric  equipment.) 

Special  cupboards. 

Special  culinary  equipment  necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of  sight  saving  classes. 

b.    Current  Operating  Cost. 

1.  Salaries — Com.pensation  of  special  teachers. 

Student  readers. 
Special  supervisors. 

Necessary  clerical  help  in  supervisor's  office. 
Compensation  of  special  and  attending  oculists. 

2.  Transportation — Carfare  of  pupils,  guides  and  itinerant  teachers. 

Compensation  of  guides. 

Traveling  expenses  of  special  supervisors  on  school  business. 

3.  Educational  supplies. 

4.  School  feeding — Cost  of  school  feeding,  including  cost  of  materials  used,  and  compensation  of 

persons  preparing  and  serving  such  materials. 

5.  Research — Cost  of  investigation  into  broader  opportunities  for  future  employment  of  blind  and 

sight  saving  pupils  and  into  better  methods  for  their  instruction. 


NOTE:  If  any  information  is  desired  relative  to  classes  for  totally  blind  it  may  be  obtained  at  this 

department. 


